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Lebanesc Republic
Ministry of Agriculture
The Minister

Dectision No. 130/1
Date; 8 April 2026

Conditions Required for Compliance in Meat Importstion
The Minister of Agriculture,
Having regard to Decree No. 53 of 8 Febrnary 2025 concerning the formation of the Government;

Having regard 1o Law No. 31 of 18 January 1955 defining the functions of the Ministry of
Agriculture, particularly Article 2 thereof:

Having regard to Law No. 35 of 24 November 2015 on Food Safety;

Having regard 1o the Law promulgated by Decree No. 12301 of 20 March 1963 concerning
Vetcrinary Quaranting, particularly Article 6 thereof-

Having regard to Legislative Decree No. 97 of 16 September 1983 concerning the rperger of public
institutions into the Ministry of Agriculture and the reorganization thereof:

Having regard to Decroe No. 5246 of 20 June 1994 conceming the organization of the Ministry of
Aghﬂnrqﬂlcdehnnhaﬁmoﬁlsﬁaﬁngshmﬂpmhmmmn&mmmdsdmym
for technical persomnel, particulaly Asticles 68, 69, 89, 91 and 92 thereof;

Having regard to Decision No. 324/1 of 24 June 2025 concerning the adoption.of electronie

Having reviewed Memorandum No. 4707/6 issued by the Dirgctorate of. Animal Resources on §
April 2026;

Having consulted the State Council pursuant to Opinion No. 298 of 21 October 2025;
Hereby decides as follows:

Arficle One: Definitions

For the purposes of this Decision, the following terms shail have the meanings assigned to them
below:

1. Mcat:

Meat and eﬁbleoffalﬁtforhummconsmnplionobuimdﬁomlhcslmghmdfhca}my animals,
inchuding cattle, buffilo, sheep, goats, camels, pigs, deer, and other livestock species, provided
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that such animals arc slaughtered in licensed slaughtechouses operating under official veterinary
supervision both before and after slaughter,

2. Chifled Meat:

Fresh meat preserved by refrigeration under controlled cold-storage conditions at an internal
temperature between 0°C and 2°C, while maintaining appropriate humidity levels to easure its
saféty, quality, and fitaess for consumption throughout its shelf life, without affecting its

scosory, orgenoleptic, physical, or chemical characteristics.

3. Frozen Meat: Mecat that has undergone rapid, immediate freezing at low temperatures in
2 mannér easiwing that the critical crystallization temperature range is passed quickly, and is
maintained et an intemal temperature of minus 18°C or lower after thermal stabilization.

4. Shipment: Any consignment of chilled or frozen mieat imported under a single health
certificate in accordance witl the provisions of this Decision

Article Two:

1. The importation of chilled and frozen mest shall be permitted from countries, or specific
rq.gioes thereof, following the completion of a study and assessment of the epidemiological
situation thesein, based on reports issued by international reference organizations, particularly the
World Organisstion for Animal Health (WOAH). _

Import authorization shall be gramted by the Diretforale of Animal Resources from
slaughterhouses duly registered with the Ministry of Agriculture in sccordance with epplicable
procedures, provided that a veterinary health certificate agreed upon between Lebanon and the
country of origin i8 used, or one that complies with the requirements imposed by the competent
Lebanese veterinary authorities.

2 The provision of the Codex Alimentarius shall be applied with respect o the use of
hormones and growth promoters.

Article Three: Registration of Establishments Wishbig to Export to Lebanon

1. Applicatious for registration of establishments wishing to export to Lebanon shall be
submitted to the Directorate of Animal Resourtes af the Ministry of Agriculture, in accordance
with Form No. (1) annexed to this Decision, provided that the application is accompanicd by the
following documents:

+ « A certified copy issued by the competent authority in the country of origin of & registration

certificate issuéd by the competent veterinary authorities, confirming that the establishment or
slaughterhouse is registered for the production, processing, and cutting of meat, and is subject to
regular official veterinary supervision.

* A certified copy of & Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) certificate or ISO
lzmomﬁﬁmﬁon,ormeqdwlmlcmiﬁaﬁunkuhdbymmedﬂedbodyh‘hnmmuy of
odahkmﬁnningthattheeompmymmpﬁsw&ﬂuﬂmﬂmdhﬁm,wnhniﬂmdqmﬁty
standards for slaughtering, processing, cutting, freezing, and packaging.
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* An official undertaking issued by the importer or supplier committing to cover basic travel and
accontnodation expenses for a technical inspection team of two persons from the Dircctorate of
Animal Resowtees to inspect the slaugliterhouses, either befote or after approval for export to
Lebanon, provided that the number of visifs to the same establishment does not exceed one
within a five-yenr period, except in cases of necessity or upon. reregistration following removal
of the cstablishment from the list of approved exporters to Lebanon,

vﬁcrquhddmmwusmybesubmiuoduadngkmmorasmaﬂm
documents, and shall be deemed acceptable if issued dr signed dlectronically, subject to
verification of their authenticity, whether via a QR code, adigital link indicated on the

document, or through official correspondence with the compelent issuing authorities.

2, The Export, Import, and Veterinary Quarantine Control Service shall verify and evaluate the
submitted documents in accordance with the registration systerh adopted in the country of origin.

3. The registration application shall be reviewed by a committee composed of:

* The Director of Animal Resources (Chair)

* The Head of the Import, Export and Veterinary Quargnttine Service, the Head of the Animal
Health Service, and the Head of the Animal Import and Export Department.

4, The committes shall meet periodically at least once per month, and whenever necessary, to
¢xamine complete applicatjon-files. It shall issue minutes documenting the registration, delisting,
or amendment of slaughtethouses and establishments duthorized to export meat to Lebanon,

amnmofﬁnimalkcsomabaﬂimwmupdmdﬁstwmthmmmﬂnof
es&ﬂkhnmxsuﬂhmizedwcxponmmttdlehamnhsedmthenﬁnmmmedbyme

&Rogiurﬂionofshughmhduscsxhaubcmmedevayﬁveyeus, accompanied by copies of
the documents specified in Paragraph 1 of Article Three.

7. Shi{nnmhoflesthaniﬂOkﬂommsmﬁgameMcmﬁmmlsshaﬂbemm&omﬁw
provisions of this Article, subject to wpproval by the Directorate of Animal Resburces upon

request by the concemed party, provided that th¢ expiration date does not exceed the maximum
pemutwdlnuninamdmcc with Table No. (1) referred to in Paragraph 4 of Article Six of this

Article Four: General Specifications for Packaging and Transport of Meat

1. Cummmtmbemaintaineda!alanperaaueof?movcfor24hquxspﬁm-tomtting,
packeging, chilling, ot freczing.

2. Meat must be free from lymph modes and visible superficial nerves.

3. Packnging and wrapping materials (bags and boxes) must be made from materials

internationally approved for food contact.
4, Carcasses or cuts must be packaged in transparent, vacuum-sealed bags (for chilled meat),




5. Refrigerated confuiners must be cquipped with a thcrmograph opetating continuotasly
throughout the shipment period; electronic temperature recorders may also be used.

6. For chilled meat: mea1 cuts must be packed in bags placed inside large boxes lined internzily
with leak-proof materials to prevent liquid ledkage during transpdrt.

7. For frozen meat: whole carcasses or bone<in cuts must be transported in contamers within
nylon bags or sterilized raw matctisls or cquivalent, placed inside boxes.

8. Forchilled carcasses: carcasses (whole, hatves, or quarfers) must be wrapped in sterilized ¢l oth
orequivalent 2pproved matedials,

9. Chilled and frozen meat carcasses must be transported and storcd in containers or refrigeration
units throughout the shipping and storage period at temperatures in accordance with Article One
of this Decision.

10. It is prohibited to unload-any part of the container conients at any port other than the final port
of destination.

Article Five: Identification Labcling Requirements

1. Each packaged meat bag must bear an idemtification label affixed inside the nylon bag,
printed externally in indelible ink, or affixed externally in a non-rethovable manner. The label must
clearly inchude the following information:

« The designation “Chilled Moat” or “Frozen Mesat” or any classification listed in Table No. (1)
refmedlom?mmph4anxﬂclcSmoft&:Dmoﬂ,andﬂwammalspmcsﬁcmwlnchtiw
meat originates (cattle, sheep, goats, buffalo, pigs).

* Country of origin, name and registration number of the slanglterhouse, and pame and registration
number of the cutting plast in the country of origin.

* Date of slaughter/production, date of packaging, and expirstion datc.

« Storage temperature conditions for the meat.
« The commercial trademark of the-exporting company.
» Type of cut.

2. Inaddition to the identification label, chifled meat (pistola), whether wholc, halves, or quarters,
mmtbmﬂ:caﬁmlmmpofﬂushughtulwmhwmdfocaqmmmdudmsnsmgzm
number.

3. The outer packnging must carry an ideatification label similar to that described above.

4. The identification Iabels on meat packaging must be written in English, French, or Arabic. The
forelgn language used shall prevail as the autlioritative reference in the cvent of discrepangics or

ambiguity between the Arabic and foreign-language information.
5. Each bag or carton must contain meat derived from a single animal species only.
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Article Six: Specific Conditions for Importation sud Shipment

1. The importation of chilled and frozen moeat by land or sea shall only be permitted in
containers specifically equipped for this purpose.

2. Meat may be imported by air without a container, provided that the required temperaturc
kmzimimdwﬁhintheaircmﬁmﬁigauﬁonmmmdlhﬂathemgmphispmm

3. lmrnrmionmnstbecmﬁedout.ﬁomthcmdxyofuﬁghﬁnﬁm containers designated for
Lebénon. It is profiibited to untoad any portion of their contents at amry transit port; however, trans-
shipment (transferof containers from on vesst] to snother during the voyage) is permitted.

4. Thetime limits for the arrival of meat shipayents referred 10 in Article One of this Decision
tqhbamaswe!]aﬂheircffecﬂvcshdfﬁfcfwhmmmpﬁm, ghal] be determined in
accarifance with the table set out below.

Table Ne. ¢1)
Category : Maximum time for ardval in | Maximum shelf Jife for
Lebranon from | buman consumption from
| production/slaughter date | production/slaughter date
A. Meat
1-Chilled cdrcasses (wholc, | 7 days 15 days
halves, quarters)
2-Chilled,  vacuum-packed | 70 days -100 days for beef and
meat buffalo
- 90 days for sheep meat
- 90 days for pork
3- Frozen meat at —18°C or | half of the total shelf life -18 months for beef
below - 18 months for sheep
- 12 months for buffalo
- 12 rhonths for Pork
B- Offal and
§-Chilled, vacuum-packed 15 days _ 30 days
2- Fiozen at —18°C or below | half of the sheif fife 12 months
3-Frozen sheep casings and | half of the shelf fe 12months
| bone marrow at —18°C or
below .
[ 3- Frozen shoep casings and | haif of the shelf ife 12 months
bone marrow at —18°C or
| below
C. Frozen Fat and Tallow half of the dhelf life 18 months
D. Trimmings - half of the shelf life 18 months
Notes:

cGoaLcmedaer,andsimﬂm'ﬁvmckmahaﬂbcmﬁuahupm
* The perod between slaughter and peckeging must not exceed 7 days.
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« If the megt has undergone a maturation (aging) process,. thé method of aging must be indicated
on the identification label, along with the aging period stated on the health certificate or any
accompanying document.

5. Temperature Deviations During Shipment
In the event of temperature deviations in containers during shipment:

« If the temperature exceeds 4°C for chilled ment for a continuous.period of 24 hours, or-exceeds
-12°C for frozen meat for & continuous period of 48 haurs, the shipment file shall be referred 10
the Risk Analysis Committec upon request by the consignee.

Thie committee shall assess the condition of the shipment within 2 maximum period of five wotking
days and submit a detailed report within three working days thereafter. Upon completion of” all
reqﬁreddnta,ﬁnﬁlcshaﬂbcrbfuwﬁmmeMQMgimeoraﬁnﬂdwkioumguding
the shipment, including the possibility of final rejection or processing under the supervision of the
Ministry of Agriculture, or permitting their placement ort the local market following completion
of the laboratory procedures.

6. The impoytation of noa-prepared minced méat or mechanically debontd meat (MDM) is
prohibited.

Article Seven: Required Documentation Accompanying Impotted Meat
The following documients must accompany imporfed meat consignments:

1.  Anoriginal or clectronic health certificate issued by the official veterinary authorities in
the country of origin, agreed upon with or accepted by the Lebanesc veterinary authorities,
comtaining the required information and dats.

2, A cerfificate of origin issued by a chamber of commerce and/or sgriculture and/or industry,
or any authorized body competent 1o issue such certificates,

Article Right

1. Any shipment in violation of the provisidns of this Decision shall be referred to the Risk
Analysis Commitiee upon request by the concexaed pasty. The Committee shall review the case
and submit & report to the Director of Animal Resources proposiig the appropriate disposition of
the goods.

2. In cases where quantities of mest stored in cold facilities arc approaching their expiration
date, the concemned party may submit a request to the Risk Analysis Committee. The Committee




.

shetl.eximine fhe roguest and-submit g oportto ﬂwﬁreotomfmﬁml Résourcss Proposing the
Tateofithe goods mid.thc{rgossfblonm(deshwumpanﬂn&. ar feading,zoo animals), provided
thay Wimﬁqnmditblfomup are cairied out-with the Consumer Protection ircctorate af fie
Minlstry-of Béopoiny i Trade,  » :

Article Nihe

If lnbotatagy test-resultsdndicats contamination of weat consignments (ay clessified in Table No,
1) ariginating from, e ‘Same slatgliterouses withln the sime geographival source three times
within & alx-month period, the folIdWihxm.ﬁall-bc.nkan:

* .Doxfile sampling  gha)l e conducted  for ke nexXt  five  consignments,
* Suspendion of jm fer-upeﬁadofsfmmm,whﬁngnamqmmagﬂmim
Importer ﬁ?:immmmm that do not i ;

ifrw /i imposting prodyots no niect.ra;mmdmduds




on the identificsition 1abe] affixed {o caoh
Arfidle Thirtean

Decision-Ne, 828/1 dated 087122010 Ishereby repesled, with any provisions that contradict
the-contont of thits Decigton. e

Artlcls Foutteen
Thiis-Decision shul] enterinto foroe immtediatoly upon its publication in the Official Gazette,

2. 'Thé phrase “Staughtersc.a lo Islamio metiiod (Halul)” mwust be cloasly frxdicied
packnge.

Copies to;

* Presidency of the Qouncil of Ministers
* Central Ingpection Authorify

- Aﬂﬂm&m’hspeﬂion




|
dafo

Paetlglings Yingalal

9290 : pi
2026/6/24 4 oae

Ol Gadny Ra)lall By (] goliad el Ll 3 gg b 53bine (533
leslul ciyim 2026/5/4 fb 9195 &) bl 55 (N BTy iy
o Agulad¥l il 2026/4/8 £6 17130 A, astll daly5l afy 18 Uay,
Badielll 3091 axaall pyxllly 53550 agallly pgadll syl Ly SR waslyll day il
iy Guayil Gl Glialgall ol S el & el Claagall Jiual
cpondll algid (o Lgassii cagllaall (3itigly couilly ShyfiuaYl Aaladl g yilt (usall
Al Aphall o dagpddll pgalll Y BLLYL (il ana gy JEN Ly 5y
Al Glgadl o Wgasany o5l

U e LS 5 el Cupadl Apaaliall 02a hﬂhﬂl’h‘”‘a&“ Dl 330
Agabiinly Wiy

, At

LS il by sl fyy il -




olidazlaw
..- ﬂl “u-.:.’m.. S l n,

9/290 : A3
2026/6/24 3 o\

cxpiall Caads bl 5y (oY Lilend bl 200 ppgandl Bliue 5365
leelul Caipdm «2026/5/4 )b 9/195 o3y ilindl 553 I HLEVUy cdagSH
oo gkl 43llu 2026/4/8 b 1/130 53 Latall Zeb3h sy 8 1k,
ol L1 c3aaall asally S5l psally pyalll sysusy ls S Canlgll dog il
iy canagdl Zabel) Clicalsdl (ol Y sl (8 L liagall ol
cars bl (ol lgants Guslhaall (3504lly ¢nuilly Sl Lualall dog yilt ¢ gsall
AL Ziphl) e Ragdall apalll ) AoVl ol gl JB Lyl
Adaall Slgall o lgasasyy oSl

L‘_:,;U O 1-.1‘_)5.“ §;1;,,.Ll 2yl Lpudiall s3a 1._!“.'!;&“* LMI g'ti_u ¥ k)

galpnly s
4 i

Aa)SH oyill Gepdis Am)lall Bl uils -




